
INFRASTRUCTURE, SAFETY AND GROWTH 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

25 March 2019

Dear Councillor

A Meeting of the Infrastructure, Safety and Growth Scrutiny Committee will be held in 
Committee Room 1 - Marmion House on Tuesday, 2nd April, 2019 at 6.00 pm. 
Members of the Committee are requested to attend.

Yours faithfully

Chief Executive

A G E N D A

NON CONFIDENTIAL

1 Apologies for Absence 

2 Minutes of the Previous Meeting (Pages 5 - 6)

3 Declarations of Interest 

N0N-CONFIDENTIAL



To receive any declarations of Members’ interests (personal and/or 
personal and prejudicial) in any matters which are to be considered at this 
meeting.

When Members are declaring a personal interest or personal and 
prejudicial interest in respect of which they have dispensation, they should 
specify the nature of such interest.  Members should leave the room if they 
have a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of which they do not 
have a dispensation.  

4 Update from the Chair 

To receive an update from the Chair, including on:
 Tamworth Infrastructure and Roads

5 Responses to Reports of the Infrastructure Safety & Growth Committee 

Update on responses received to Reports of the Infrastructure Safety & Growth 
Committee:

 Interim Update on Tamworth Castle
 Taxi Licensing Policy – Taxi points Scheme

6 Consideration of Matters referred to the Infrastructure Safety & Growth 
Committee from Cabinet or Council 

(Discussion item)

7 2018/19 Forward Plan 

(Discussion item – link to Forward Plan is attached)

http://democracy.tamworth.gov.uk/mgListPlans.aspx?RPId=120&RD=0&bcr=1

8 Crime Figures for Tamworth and Community Safety 

To receive an update from Staffordshire Police and the Assistant Director 
Partnerships.

The following websites hold relevant data to aid discussion on this agenda item:

Staffordshire Observatory 
https://www.staffordshireobservatory.org.uk/documents/District-Borough-Data-
Packs/2018/Tamworth-Data-Pack-2018.pdf

Staffordshire Police - latest figures ward by ward
https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/article/2967/Tamworth-Borough

National statistics can be found here
https://data.police.uk/

http://democracy.tamworth.gov.uk/mgListPlans.aspx?RPId=120&RD=0&bcr=1
https://www.staffordshireobservatory.org.uk/documents/District-Borough-Data-Packs/2018/Tamworth-Data-Pack-2018.pdf
https://www.staffordshireobservatory.org.uk/documents/District-Borough-Data-Packs/2018/Tamworth-Data-Pack-2018.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/article/2967/Tamworth-Borough
https://data.police.uk/


9 Borough Wide Vehicle Nuisance Public Space Protection Order (Pages 7 - 
12)

(Report of the Assistant Director, Partnerships)

10 Working Group Updates 

To receive updates from any Working Groups

11 Infrastructure Safety & Growth Scrutiny Committee Work Plan (Pages 13 - 
14)

(Update and discussion on the Infrastructure Safety & Growth Scrutiny Work 
Plan)

12 Exclusion of the Press and Public 

To consider excluding the Press and Public from the meeting by passing the 
following resolution:-

“That in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements) (Meeting and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012, 
and Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following business on 
the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined 
in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act and the public 
interest in withholding the information outweighs the public  interest in disclosing 
the information to the public”

13 CCTV Update 

To receive an update from the Executive Director, Communities and the Assistant 
Director Neighbourhoods

_________________________________________

Access arrangements

If you have any particular access requirements when attending the meeting, please contact 
Democratic Services on 01827 709267 or e-mail democratic-services@tamworth.gov.uk. We can 
then endeavour to ensure that any particular requirements you may have are catered for.

Filming of Meetings

The public part of this meeting may be filmed and broadcast.  Please refer to the Council’s 
Protocol on Filming, Videoing, Photography and Audio Recording at Council meetings which can 
be found here for further information.

The Protocol requires that no members of the public are to be deliberately filmed.  Where 
possible, an area in the meeting room will be set aside for videoing, this is normally from the front 

mailto:democratic-services@tamworth.gov.uk
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/councillors_docs/TBC-Filming-Protocol.docx


of the public gallery.  This aims to allow filming to be carried out whilst minimising the risk of the 
public being accidentally filmed.   

If a member of the public is particularly concerned about accidental filming, please consider the 
location of any cameras when selecting a seat.

FAQs

For further information about the Council’s Committee arrangements please see the FAQ page 
here

To Councillors: S Goodall, M Bailey, R Bilcliff, T Clements, J Faulkner, R Kingstone, 
J Oates, M Oates and Dr S Peaple

https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/council-meetings-faqs
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
INFRASTRUCTURE, SAFETY AND 
GROWTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 12th FEBRUARY 2019

PRESENT: Councillor S Goodall (Chair), Councillors M Bailey, R Bilcliff, 
T Clements, J Faulkner, R Ford, J Oates, M Oates and 
Dr S Peaple

The following officers were present: Stephen Lewis (Head of Environmental 
Health), Mark Fitzgerald (Senior Environmental Health Officer), John Morgan 
(Environmental Licensing Officer) and Jo Hutchison (Democratic and Elections 
Officer)

47 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor R Kingstone.  Councillor R 
Ford attended the meeting as Councillor Kingstone’s substitute.

48 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of the previous Infrastructure Safety and Growth Scrutiny Committee 
held on 29th January 2018 were approved and signed as a correct record.

(Moved by Councillor Dr S Peaple and seconded by Councillor J Faulkner)

49 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There  were no Declarations of Interest

50 TAXI LICENSING POLICY - TAXI LICENSING POINTS SCHEME 

The Scrutiny Committee considered the report of the Portfolio Holder for 
Communities and Partnerships on the proposed amendments to the Taxi 
Licensing Conditions that introduced a Taxi Licensing Points system for 
drivers and operators that breach conditions and included guidance on 
appropriate dress, and included recommendations to Cabinet

Councillor R Bilcliff joined the meeting.

The Chair introduced the Head of Environmental Health, the Senior 
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Infrastructure, Safety and Growth 
Scrutiny Committee

12 February 2019

2

Environmental Health Officer and the Environmental Health Officer to the 
meeting.

The Head of Environmental Health updated the Committee on the aims of the 
Policy, in terms of delivering an improved service to the public through 
promoting higher standards of driver behaviour and through improved 
confidence in the delivery of the taxi licensing service.  The Chair explained 
the review and consultation process which the Policy had been through, 
including consideration at two Licensing Committees and the consultation with 
the taxi trade.  

The Committee considered the Equality Impact Assessment and requested 
further clarification on items 22 and 22 of Appendix E to the Report.

The Committee considered the various scenarios presented by the 
Environmental Health team which could lead to a taxi driver receiving points 
under the proposed system and to being required to attend a Licensing 
Committee meeting.  It was reported that a taxi driver who had received points 
under this Policy, would have the option to appeal to the Licensing 
Committee.

The Committee further considered the proposed dress code and the objective 
that this code had which was to improve the members’ of the public 
experience when utilising taxis licensed in Tamworth.  

The Committee considered that the work undertaken by the Environmental 
Health team, in consultation with the taxi trade, had delivered a good report 
which delivered on the objectives to improve standards and to reduce low 
level breaches of taxi conditions.  

The Committee congratulated the Officers involved and also the members of 
the Licensing Committee on the development of the Policy.

RESOLVED That the Committee;
Endorsed the proposed amendments to the Taxi 
Licensing Conditions at Appendix A and recommended 
them to Cabinet, with clarification to be made to points 
20 and 22 of Appendix E to the Report.

Review the Policy 12 months following implementation of 
the same, and that accordingly the Committee’s Work 
Plan be updated. 

(Moved by Councillor S Goodall and seconded by Councillor R Bilcliff)

Chair 
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INFRASTRUCTURE, SAFETY AND GROWTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

TUESDAY 2ND APRIL 2019

REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR - PARTNERSHIPS

VEHICLE WIDE NUISANCE VEHICLE PUBLIC SPACE PROTECTION ORDER 

EXEMPT INFORMATION

None

PURPOSE
To consider extension of the Borough Wide Nuisance Vehicle Public Space 
Protection Order and support  delegation to the Portfolio Holder for 
implementation

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that Scrutiny Committee  

1. Approve delegation to the Portfolio Holder, Communities and Public 
Health for the extension of the of the Borough Wide Nuisance Vehicle 
Public Space Protection Order (as attached)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Processes for the consideration of Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs), 
implemented under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014, were 
approved at Cabinet on 18 June 2015. 

The following conditions must be met before making the order: 
 Activities carried out in a public place within the local authority’s area have a 

detrimental effect on the quality of life of those living in the locality OR
 It is likely that activities will be carried out in a public place within the area that 

will have such an effect 

The effect, or likely effect of the activities: 
 Is, or is likely to be, of a persistent or continuing nature OR
 Is, or is likely to be, such as to make the activities unreasonable and justifies 

the restrictions imposed by the order 

All PSPOs can be put in place for a maximum of three year with the option to :-

 To extend for a further specified period of time on expiration if the order 
continues to meets criteria above 
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 To discharge the existing order as no longer needed

Borough Wide Vehicle Nuisance PSPO

The authority to undergo public consultation for the above order was approved by 
Cabinet in April 2016

Following public consultation, implementation of the order was delegated to the 
Portfolio Holder by Scrutiny for a period three years until 30 April 2019.

PSPO Expiry

The current order expires on 30th April 2019 and Staffordshire Police has requested 
that the order is extended for a further 3 years as effective deterrent and to allow the 
issue of a FPN by officers as necessary.

Police have reported that since the start of the PSPO there has been a significant 
reduction in vehicle related ASB, particularly in the town centre and Ventura park 
areas. The legislation also currently extends on occasion to members of the travelling 
community with regard to  vehicle related ASB. There have been no large car meets 
as other regions have. 

It is considered that the PSPO has been 100% successful and it would concerning if 
there was nothing in place the those who wish to engage in anti-social and 
dangerous vehicle activity will become aware and raise the risk of an increase once 
more at a time. 

The PSPO has been a tremendous asset and its threat alone has significantly 
improved the life of many members of our community.

Neighbouring forces have injunctions in place and removal of the PSPO would 
potentially increase the risk of displacement.

To date three fixed penalties have been issued.

In accordance with the The Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 
(Publication of Public Spaces Protection Orders) Regulations 2014, the Council’s 
constitution and process agreed, the Infrastructure, Safety and Growth Scrutiny 
Committee is invited to consider this order and approve delegation to the Portfolio 
Holder for implementation.  The updated PSPO will continue to be displayed on the 
Council’s website.
  

OPTIONS CONSIDERED

All options and evidence has been considered as per and the process and  proposals 
contained within the executive summary.

The cessation of the order will remove the power of Police and partners to effectively 
tackle vehicle related nuisance as defined.
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RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

The use of Public Open Space Protection Orders requires enforcement resource and 
can be enforced by Police officers and other Council officers as designated by 
Tamworth Borough Council.

The Order can be enforced by the Police and Community Wardens (when patrolling) 
and will be monitored over the next three years

All other recommendations will be subject to continued review by the Tamworth 
Community Safety Partnership as issues present. 

LEGAL/RISK IMPLICATIONS BACKGROUND
All legal risks covered by legislation and agreed process

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
A Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) is a measure to stop individuals or groups 
committing ASB in public places. The local authority will identify the area that is to be 
covered by the order – known as the ‘restricted area’. 

The PSPO can: 
 Prohibit specified things being done in the area 
 Require specified things to be done in the area 

The prohibitions or requirements can be framed so that they: 
 Apply to all persons, or only persons in specified categories, or to all persons 

except those in specified categories 
 Apply at all times, or only at specified times, or at all times except those 

specified 
 Apply in all circumstances, or only in specified circumstances, or in all 

circumstances except those specified 

The process was outlined and agreed at Cabinet on 18 June 2015. 

If after consideration, areas are to be subject to a PSPO, Cabinet agreed to a 
statutory 28 day consultation (as outlined under the PSPO Guidelines 2014), the 
results of which will be discussed at Scrutiny for delegated approval to the Portfolio 
Holder for implementation

REPORT AUTHOR
Jo Sands, Assistant Director - Partnerships
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LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS

APPENDICES
Appendix 1– Updated PSPO
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TAMWORTH COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

PUBLIC SPACE PROTECTION ORDER
Section 59 Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014

1) Following representations from members of the public and in relation to evidence that has been 
gathered and reviewed, the Tamworth Community Safety Partnership (lead agency Tamworth 
Borough Council), intends to extend a Public Spaces Protection Order on the area defined 
below:

ALL PUBLIC HIGHWAYS, CAR PARKS AND ALL OTHER LAND TO WHICH THE PUBLIC 
HAS ACCESS IN THE BOROUGH OF TAMWORTH

2) Under the terms and restrictions of the Public Spaces Protection Order the following is 
PROHIBITED: 

a) Engaging in, promoting, encouraging or assisting in the carrying out of any car cruising* 
event in or on public highways, car parks and all other land to which the public has access 
in the Borough of Tamworth and is causing or likely to cause

 Excessive noise
 Danger to other road users (including pedestrians)
 Damage or risk of damage to private property
 Litter
 Any nuisance to another person not participating in the car cruise 

* A congregation of the drivers of 2 or more motor vehicles (including motor cycles) on the highway or at any place to 
which the public have access and performs any of the following activities;

 Driving at excessive speed
 Driving in convoy
 Racing other motor vehicles
 Sounding horns or playing radios
 dropping litter
 shouting or swearing at, or abusing, threatening or otherwise intimidating (including by the use of 

sexual language or making sexual suggestions) another person,

b) Congregating or  loitering as part of a group around (or in) one or more stationary vehicles  
at any time where such activity causes or is likely to cause noise, harassment, alarm or 
distress

c) Engaging in, promoting, encouraging or assisting in activities of  ‘doughnutting’, drifting or 
other vehicle related nuisance  causing or likely to cause danger to the public 

d) Causing or permitting excessive amplified music or other noise from vehicles such as to 
cause or be likely to cause alarm, harassment or  distress as a result of a gathering in or 
around one or more vehicles on any public road or land to which the public has access in 
Tamworth

e) Undertaking on-going vehicle repairs or renovation or store unroadworthy vehicles or those 
declared SORN on publically accessible car parks or highways likely to cause a danger or 
nuisance to the public except in the course of their own business on their own land or with 
the express permission of Tamworth Borough Council or relevant landowner

Persons gathering for social purposes, charitable or other events where the landowner 
has no objection are permitted at all times subject to compliance with all conditions at 
paragraph 2 above.
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TAMWORTH COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

3) If any local resident or member of the public is found to be committing the acts that are prohibited 
above, the following sanctions may be applied:

 The issue of a £100 Fixed Penalty Notice payable within 28 days and/or
 Prosecution for breach of an Order and  a maximum penalty fine not exceeding level 3 

on the standard scale (currently £1,000)

4) It is the intention that this Public Spaces Protection Order will be extend with  effect from 
1st May 2019 to expire on 30th April 2022

Initial PSPO: 1st May 2016 to 30th April 2019

5) If any interested person desires to question the validity of this Order on the grounds that the 
Council had no power to make it or that any requirement of the Act has not be complied with in 
relation to this Order, he or she may apply to the High Court within six weeks from the date on 
which this order is made.
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Infrastructure, Safety and Growth Scrutiny Work Plan

Work Plan 2018 - 2019

DATE SUBJECT
2 April Crime Figures for Tamworth and Community 

Safety – to invite a rep of Staffordshire Police 
to attend

2 April CCTV Usage (confidential item)
2 April Tamworth Infrastructure & Roads update

June 2019 Anti-Social Behaviour Policy update (Joint with 
Health & Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee)

June 2019 Additional PSPOs

TBC Uber – Licensing
TBC People Helping People ( Community Safety)

TBC  June 2019 Street Cleansing (Partnering)
TBC Review Local & County Plans

September 2019 Castle –12 month review
When clarity on new 

legislation
Fire Safety update

TBC 2019 Electric Vehicle Charging
March / April 2020 Review of Taxi Licensing Policy – Points 

System – 12 month review

Upcoming Infrastructure, Safety and Growth Scrutiny Committee 
Meetings

Tuesday 2nd April 2019
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